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University Library – history

 Established in 1945, as the NCU 

 44 000 vol. of books at the time of 
opening, mostly protected abandoned 
books from Pomerania and North 
Poland, former royal court libraries, 
school and institutional libraries, 
private collections

 Deposit copy since 1947
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University Library – statistics

 ca. 1 500 000 vol. of printed books

 ca. 700 000 vol. of printed periodicals

 above 530 000 special collections 
items

 almost 600 000 e-resources

 almost 245 000 objects at the 
Kujawsko-Pomorska Digital Library 
kpbc.umk.pl

http://kpbc.umk.pl/


4

University Library – special collections

Pomeranica, Baltica, Vilniana, Copernicana, Toruniensia, Polish Emigration 
Archives
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NCU Library Network

14 departamental libraries 
which hold different subject 
collections

NCU students can use ALL 
libraries
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Library webpage
https://www.bu.umk.pl/web/eng/
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Library webpage – contact details
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Library webpage – opening hours
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Library webpage – readers’s guide



10

Library webpage – collections
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Visiting the Library

✓ Leave coats at a cloakroom 
✓ Put bag at a locker and take key 

with you
✓ Free plastic bags (available at a 

cloakroom) for own materials 
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Logging in to my account in the Library catalogue
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Logging in to my account in the Library catalogue
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Logging in to my account in the Library catalogue
https://login.umk.pl/login?locale=en
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Library catalogue
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Library catalogue searching
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Library catalogue searching – available online
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Library catalogue searching – Library holdings – Open Access Collections
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Borrowing books from the Main Library’s Open Access Collections 

✓ 13 Open Access Collections: 

 General Section

 Bibliology and Science

 Maths, Informatics, Physics, Chemistry

 Biology and Earth Sciences

 Applied Sciences

 Social Sciences

 Historical Sciences

 Law

 Economy

 Religion and Philosophy

 Education, Psychology

 Linguistics and Literature

 Art and Museums
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Borrowing books from the Main Library’s Open Access Collections 

✓ Open Access Collections – the Main Library, floor I, II and III – self-service based
✓ Library catalogue: „Samoobsługa” (=self-service) in the ordering field - can not be 

ordered online

 Find the book call number at the library catalogue
(eg. Dmkm/***/Chr/2021) in the relevant collection (eg. ML, OC – Religion and 
Philosophy = BG, WD – Religia i Filozofia) and bring it to the Lending Desk on 
the I floor or to the Main Reading Room on the II floor to check in and borrow 

 Go stright to the collections, browse books by the shelves and borrow ones 
that interest you
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Library catalogue searching – advanced search



22

Library catalogue – ordering books from storage
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Library catalogue – ordering books from storage
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Library catalogue – my acount - requests
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Ordering books from storage

✓ Check where the book is located – Main or departamental 
library

✓ Books stored in the Main Library are borrowed and returned to 
the Main Library

✓ Books stored in departamental libraries are borrowed and 
returned to the appropriate departamental library

✓ Book available - push the yellow button „Request/Reservation”
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Borrowing rules 

✓ Number of books borrowed to one reader at a time including 
the Main Library and departamental libraries: 15 books per 30 
days

✓ The waiting time for an ordered book via the Library catalogue 
is 30-60 min.

✓ Collection of books ordered online outside the Library opening 
hours – next day from 10.00 am.
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Borrowing rules 

✓ Books ordered from a library storage are held at the Circulation Desk or at the 
Main Reading Room for 3 days

✓ The message is sent to a reader account via e-mail by the Circulation Desk that 
orders are waiting for collection

✓ Books prolongation - up to 10 times - 3 days before the due date (if no 
reservations are made by another reader)

✓ For books returned after their due date the system automatically generates a 
late fee - according to the University Library pricing 

✓ Fines – 0,3 PLN per day per 1 book – PayU option at the reader’s library account 
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Online books reservation 

✓ „Request/Reservation” in the case of on loan books indicates 
set in the queue and wait for a book return 

✓ An automatic notification is sent by e-mail that the book is 
waiting to be collected at the Circulation Desk - when the book 
is returned 

✓ Books ordered by reservation are held at the Circulation Desk 
for 3 days
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Loan Desk

wypozyczalnia@bu.umk.pl
phone: +48 56 611 4418

mailto:wypozyczalnia@bu.umk.pl
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Library catalogue searching – journals by category
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Library catalogue searching – journals by title
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Student card = Library card

✓ Student card is needed to:

 Borrow a book

 Visit Library’s reading 
rooms
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Non-circulating Library materials – on site only

✓ Periodicals
✓ Encyclopedias, dictionaries, bibliographies
✓ Books published before the year 1960
✓ Special collections
✓ Materials stored in reading rooms
✓ Books stored in Open Access Collections with a bright red label 

on their spines 
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Interlibrary Loan

 For books that are not available at 
any Torun’s library!!! 

 Find an interested book and it’s 
location or contact the NCU Library 
Reference Service

 Fill-in online ordering form

 Books will be available at the Main 
Reading Room

 It is free of charge
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Digital copies

✓ Find interested book/ an article/ a special 
collection item at the NCU Library 
catalogue  

✓ Contact the NCU Digital Office:  
repro@bu.umk.pl 

✓ Fill-in ordering form at the Library reading 
rooms

 Use electronic ordering form 
https://www.bu.umk.pl/web/eng/order-a-
copy

mailto:repro@bu.umk.pl
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Photocopies and computer printouts

✓ PRESTO Copy Centre (Main 
Library, ground floor)  

✓ Self-service photocopiers 
(magnetic cards or coins) 

✓ Ordering forms at the Library 
reading rooms and Open 
Access Collections
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Kujawsko-Pomorska Digital Library
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Reference Services

✓ Any questions / Help needed:
✓ informacja@bu.umk.pl
✓ phone: +48 56 611 4399

mailto:informacja@bu.umk.pl
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Social media
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See you at the Library!!! 
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